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A Comparative Study of the Dotar in the Northern and Southern Regions of

Khorasan with Emphasis on Structural and Functional Dimensions

Abstract

The present study, entitled “A Comparative Study of the Dotar in Northern and Southern Khorasan
with Emphasis on Structural and Functional Dimensions,” analytically examines one of the most
important instruments of Iranian regional music within two distinct cultural contexts. The main
issue addressed in this research is the lack of a systematic comparative study concerning the
differences and similarities of dotar performance traditions in Northern and Southern Khorasan,
as well as the relationship between the structural characteristics of this instrument and its social
and ritual functions in each region. This research adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical
approach within the framework of ethnomusicological studies. Data will be collected and analyzed
through participant observation, semi-structured interviews, field recordings, and musical analysis.
The study focuses on comparing musical components such as magams, melodic patterns, rhythm,
tuning systems, and performance techniques, alongside the social, ritual, mystical, and identity-
related roles of the dotar in the two regions. The findings of this study are expected to clarify the
relationship between musical structure and social function, while also contributing to the
enrichment of ethnomusicological scholarship and to the preservation of the intangible cultural
heritage of Khorasan.

Keywords: Dotar, Khorasan (North and South), Comparative Study, Musical Structure, Social

and Ritual Function.
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