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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH
" ABSTRACT "

This book, at first, deals with an explanation and interpretation of
Kant’s ethics, one of the major tendencies in ethics. It, then, criticizes
elements of it.

Human beings have always been confronted with these basic questions:
what is goodness and badness or evil? can human beings distinguish between
good and bad acts or must they be made evident by God? What purpose do
we have for doing these acts? In general, there are two major tendencies,
teleological and deontological in ethics. Kants’s ethics is a kind of
deontological one and holds that we can determine the goodness and badness
of an act through the very act and motive and criteria behind it, as opposed to
teleological ethics, that determine them in terms of their effects,

Therefore, Kant holds ethics to be independent of every science, even
metaphysics and religion. He states clearly and firmly that morality needs the
idea neither of another being above man to recognize this duty, nor of
another motive a part from the law for him to fulfil his duty ... Morality thus
needs religion in no way for morality’s sake, but is by virtue of the pure
practical reason self - sufficient.

This type of attitude to morality has been unprecedented. Therefore, it
may be said, he made an important revolution in ethics. By analysis of
ordinary moral beliefs, Kant attempts to discover their presuppositions and
a priori principles.

He, in this course, attained the categorical imperative or standard of
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ethical action and drew the different formulae of it. If an action can be
consistent with these formulae, it will be ethical, otherwise, not. they consist
of: 1. the formula of universal law or of the law of nature; 2. the formula of
the end in itself; 3. the formula of autonomy of will and kingdom of ends.
They are subject to several difficulties. In his view, the formula of autonomy,
is the most important. By analysis of the moral law, kant proved the existence
of God, the immortality of the soul and freedom, while he held that
theoretical reason fails to prove them. Thus, morality is led to religion, not
conversely. In my view, howerer kant's attempt to gain ethical criteria, is
admirable, but his philosophy of ethics lacks logical strength and is subject to
many difficulties. For instance, his argument for the existence of God entails
the negation of man's freedom. Finally, | hold that morality is combination of
the moral judgments of reason and God.

The key words: ethics, philosophy of ethics, deontological ethics,
categorical imperative, hypothetical imperative, duty, moral law, good will,
God, immortality of soul, freedom, autonomy, religion, maxim, good, evil, the
kingdom of ends.
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critique

culture
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degree
demonstration
deontological ethics
dependent causality
descriptive .
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determination
determining factor ..
determinism
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empiricism
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endless progress

ends in themselves
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torms of understanding
formula

formula of autonomy
formula of the end in itself.
formula of the kingdom of ends
formula of the law of nature
formula of universal law
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free will

freedom

function of reason

gifts of fortune

God.
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good - in - itself
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humanity
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idealism ... .
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innate
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intellect
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moral revolution
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moral sense
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rational agent.
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rationalism
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result .
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self - interest

self - love

self - preservation
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universal

universal kingdom of ends .

universal law

universal law of nature
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validity
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will of God

world of freedom .
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