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Abstract. Cloud services registry is a cloud services datadase which
contains thousands of records of cloud consumers’ reviews and cloud ser-
vices, such as Platform as a Service (PaaS) and Infrastructure as a Service
(IaaS). The data set is harvested from a web portal called www.serchen.
com. Each record holds detail information about the service such as ser-
vice name, service description, categories, key features, service provider
link and review list. Each review contains reviewer name, review date
and review content. This work is an extension of our previous work Blue
Pages data set [6]. The data set is valuable for future research in cloud
service identification, discovery, comparison and selection.
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1 Introduction

With the modernization of IT technologies, cloud computing a critical compo-
nent for organizations digital business by delivering computing resources as a
service, such as Software as a Service (SaaS), Platform as a Service (PaaS) and
Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS). Cloud computing with on-demand services
brings many benefits to businesses by ensuring service availability and scala-
bility, saving cost, improving efficiency and productivity [11]. In recent years,
there has been an ongoing demand for businesses to adopt public cloud ser-
vices. A forecast conducted by Cisco predicts that both public and private cloud
markets will continue to grow between 2015 and 2020 [12]. However, the pub-
lic cloud is expected to grow stronger than the private cloud. Service discovery
and selection are challenging tasks for businesses as a result of the rapid growth
in cloud services market. Using search engines, such as Bing and Google, is a
traditional way to discover cloud services on the World Wide Web (WWW).
This method enables consumers to find cloud services-related information. How-
ever, the consumers will need to peruse the content of each website content and
compare service offerings manually to decide the most suitable cloud service for
their needs, such as Database tools. Their search results may return irrelevant
information, which makes the search effort more difficult.
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Another way to locate cloud services information is via web portals such as
GetApp (https://www.getapp.com/). web portals offer a significant number of
records of cloud service, but it is difficult to obtain up-to-date information when
data changes. In recent years, therefore, cloud service discovery has attracted
significant attention in the research community. Ontology-based cloud discovery
approaches have been proposed in most of researches in cloud service discov-
ery area. An ontology in semantic web technologies is often used to illustrate
information and relationships. Cloud services ontology is usually based on the
National Institution Standards and Technology (NIST) cloud computing stan-
dard and specifications [11]. For instance, a crawler engine is built to harvest
web portals using cloud ontology concepts [13].

In [3,4] the authors carried out a categorization for cloud services based on
cloud service ontology concepts. Other studies by [2,15] also categorized cloud
services using business ontology concepts to help businesses find the most suit-
able cloud business service.

To identify the most appropriate solutions for cloud service discovery and
selection, Alkalbani and Hussain [7] conducted a thorough review of current
cloud discovery approaches and proposed eight criteria for comparing the cur-
rent cloud discovery approaches. In general, a challenge for cloud service dis-
covery approaches is to provide a consistent public registry with the ability to
automatically identify and update service information in the registry [7,14].

A cloud services registry can offer a complete list of cloud services from
multiple resources to give an insight into service information and facilitate the
process of discovering and selecting cloud services with up-to-date information
in the market. To address this need, the aim of this work is to provide a com-
prehensive data set which contains real world SaaS, PaaS and IaaS cloud service
offerings. The data set is our future research extension to the Blue Pages data
set [6].

To achieve our objectives, we used the latest web scraping technologies to har-
vest useful cloud service data from a cloud service web portal. web scraping is a
well-known technique for harvesting data from the WWW by gathering web page
data. Serchen Marketplace, www.serchen.com [1] is an excellent source of cloud
services. This website contains thousands of records on cloud services in SaaS,
PaaS and IaaS categories. It also has a significant number of reviews from cus-
tomers about these services. In the developed harvesting tool, sample metadata
are collected by tool users to provide a thorough analysis of the selected website.
The collected sample metadata is analyzed by an algorithm to learn its structure
via HTML page format, which serves as an the indicator to locate exactly where
and how to harvest the information that the users expect. The metadata struc-
ture learned is the core for the harvesting process, in which thousands of web
pages are extracted from the structure using scripting programming techniques.
The data set holds all the useful services data obtained from the Internet portal.
Each record stores service information such as service name, service description,
categories, key features, service provider link and review list. Each review has
information about reviewer name, review date and review content. At this stage,
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we only harvest one portal with a view to developing a tool with the capacity
to harvest future web portals. The data set contains more than 6000 cloud ser-
vices and 5000 customer reviews. We plan to provide a mechanism for updating
data to obtain up-to-date information from web portals. The rest of this paper
is structured as follows: Sect. 2 discusses some related works on crawling cloud
service data sets from the web. The results and analysis presented in Sect. 3.
The conclusion and further improvements will be presented in Sect. 4.

2 Related Work

There is very little research in the literature that focuses on providing cloud ser-
vice data sets. In [9] Han and Sim and [10] Kang and Sim, the authors designed
and developed a crawler engine to discover cloud services via the web and pro-
vided statistics and details on available cloud services in their local repository. In
practice, the authors introduced a cloud service ontology that supported the dis-
covery and collection of cloud services web links via general search engines such
as Google and Yahoo. The cloud ontology was also used to filter the collected
data set to remove invalid service web links. The final result showed that there
are around 5883 valid cloud services available on the web including 1552 cloud
services implemented using Service Oriented Computing (SOC). However, the
study does not provide a complete view of cloud services published on the web.
The reason is that the authors used only the most general and abstract ontology
concepts to search via general search engines for cloud services as IaaS, PaaS,
SaaS, storage, communication, etc., which might provide only a cross-section
of what is available on the web and therefore lead to inaccurate conclusions.
Furthermore, the collected data sets lack main service information such as ser-
vice provider name and service URL; also they include inadequate cloud services
information that does not have semantic meaning.

Gong and Sim [8] presented a method to deal with the lack of cloud services
information based on crawlers that are designed to collect information from
several web resources. The authors targeted the most popular services providers,
such as AWS, Rackspace, and Gogrid. A crawler is designed for each cloud
service provider which gathers only service specification and service price for
each service from the cloud provider’s website. The data is stored locally, and
a k-mean clustering algorithm performs is performed on them to detect the
similarities and differences between cloud services. One of the limitations of this
study is that it does relies only on popular service providers where it crawls
the world wide web for cloud services is another potential concern because it
provides a complete view of what cloud services are available through the web.
Another problem with this approach is that it does not take into account the
need to provide a publicly available clud market data set.

Another open source crawler engine providing a central repository for cloud
services in SaaS was proposed by Alkalbani et al. [5]. This approach used the
Nutch-Hadoop crawler to harvest cloud web portals and store data in SQL data-
base. However, the drawback of this data set is the lack of QoS information and
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Fig. 1. List of some cloud service reviews
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the fact that it only offers service name and URL [7]. To provide a more meaning-
ful data set, another research in this area focuses on developing a web scraping
tool to harvest SaaS offers. However, the data sets mentioned above contains
only service name and service URL.

To address the need identified above, we propose to develop a new web scrap-
ing tool in this paper that can efficiently harvest cloud services from the cloud
service marketplace to create a central cloud services registry. The new approach
seeks to take advantage of the flexibility of the data structure displayed on web
pages, enabling tool users to control the meaning, content and multi-level struc-
ture of the harvested data set. The tool also has the capacity for collecting data
from future cloud service web portals using the same methodology, providing the
registry with the potential to contain all the cloud services available on the web.

3 Results and Analysis

The primary objective of our work is to provide a cloud service data set to cloud
consumers, comprised of IaaS, PaaS and SaaS. The significant level of informa-
tion will enable users to use the dataset for multiple purposes; For instance,
based on the reviews of consumers of cloud services providers, an organization
can compare and decide the most suitable services for their functional needs. This
study has collected information about 6000 services and 5000 service providers
reviews from the Serchen Marketplace. The result shows that there are many
cloud services providers offering a huge amount of services for specific areas such
as dedicated hosting and web hosting. In contrast, there are fewer cloud services
offered in some areas. For example, the web hosting category has the highest
number of cloud services at 1500, where as there are zero cloud services offering
Anti-Money Laundering Software. The review data set (consumer’s comments)
in this study is a valuable resource for potential future consumers to choose
the service that meets their needs; it is also beneficial for service providers, to
evaluate their customer reviews compared with those of their competitors.

4 Conclusion and Future Work

In this paper, we propose a central registry which includes a data set of real cloud
services offerings from the web portal. To achieve our objective, we developed a
harvesting tool which harvests cloud services information from the web. The data
set holds thousands of cloud service records for SaaS, PaaS and IaaS categories,
including 6000 cloud services and 5000 customer reviews. The data set is of
benefit to cloud customers, service providers and the research community in the
areas of cloud service discovery and selection. In future work, we plan to harvest
more web portals and develop a comprehensive registry of cloud service listings.
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