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A Unified Gas and Power Flow Analysis in Natural
Gas and Electricity Coupled Networks
Alberto Martínez-Mares and Claudio R. Fuerte-Esquivel, Senior Member, IEEE

Abstract—The restructuring of energy markets has increased
the concern about the existing interdependency between the pri-
mary energy supply and electricity networks, which are analyzed
traditionally as independent systems. The aim of this paper is fo-
cused on an integrated formulation for the steady-state analysis
of electricity and natural gas coupled systems considering the ef-
fect of temperature in the natural gas system operation and a dis-
tributed slack node technique in the electricity network. A general
approach is described to execute a single gas and power flow anal-
ysis in a unified framework based on the Newton–Raphson formu-
lation. The applicability of the proposed approach is demonstrated
by analyzing the Belgian gas network combined with the IEEE-14
test system and a 15-node natural gas network integrated with the
IEEE-118 test system.

Index Terms—Electricity infrastructure, natural gas infrastruc-
ture, Newton method, power flow analysis.

NOMENCLATURE

A. Indices

Index of electrical system nodes.

Index of natural gas system nodes.

Nodes in the electrical system.

-type nodes in the electrical
system.

Nodes in the natural gas system.

Number of pipelines connected at
th node.

Number of compressors in the
natural gas system.

B. Constants

32.2178 gravitational constant
ft/s .

1015, gross heating value
(BTU/SCF).
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10.7316 gas constant (PSI
ft lbmol ).

28.96, air molecular weight.

C. Parameters

Gas-specific heat ratio
(dimensionless).

Gas heat capacity at constant
pressure (dimensionless).

Inner diameter of pipe linking nodes
(in).

Compressor’s parasitic efficiency
(dimensionless).

Pipeline’s efficiency
(dimensionless).

Pipeline’s inlet elevation (ft).

Pipeline’s outlet elevation (ft).

Pipeline’s length from node to
node (miles).

Pressure base (PSIA).

Compression ratio (dimensionless).

Base temperature R .

Heat transfer coefficient at pipe from
to BTU/ft

Supercompressibility factor
(dimensionless).

Compression process efficiency
(dimensionless).

, and Compressors gas consumption
coefficients.

, , and Heat rate coefficients for coupled
nodes.

Joule-Thompson coefficient
R/PSIA .

Gas specific gravity (dimensionless).

Conductance of the nodal admittance
matrix (p.u.).

Susceptance of the nodal admittance
matrix (p.u.).
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D. Variables

Energy consumption for the
compression station connecting
nodes (HP).

Darcy–Weisbach friction factor
(dimensionless).

Vector of natural gas nodal balance.

Vector of compressors energy
consumption.

Vector of compression ratio
functions.

Vector of thermal equilibrium
functions.

Slope pipeline correction from to
PSIA .

Mass of natural gas s .

Gas average temperature for the
pipeline connecting nodes R .

Final temperature of a mixture of
several natural gas injections R at
th node.

Gas temperature at node th in the
natural gas flowing from to
R .

Average temperature of the
environment surrounding the
pipeline connecting nodes R .

Generation of active power at th
(p.u.).

Generation of reactive power at th
node (p.u.).

Set-point of active power generation
at th node (p.u.).

Additional active power supplied by
slack nodes (p.u.).

Participation factor of the
generation (dimensionless).

Demand of active power at th node
(p.u.)

Demand of reactive power at th
node (p.u.).

Calculated active power injected at
th node (p.u.).

Calculated reactive power injected
at th node (p.u.).

Active power demanded by the
compressor motors (p.u.).

Gas load driven the th electric
generator (SCFD).

Pipeline’s natural gas flow (SCFD).

Compressor natural gas flow
(SCFD).

Natural gas load at th node (SCFD).

Natural gas injection at th node
(SCFD).

Total natural gas injected by
pipelines and compressors at th
node (SCFD).

Voltage magnitude at th node (p.u.).

State variables for the natural gas
system.

State variables for the electric power
system.

State variables for the coupled
systems.

Average pressure for the pipeline
connecting nodes and (PSIA).

Pressure at the th node (PSIA).

Gas extracted from the th node by
the compressor connecting nodes
and (SCFD).

Voltage angle at th node (rad).

Gas density calculated for the
pipeline connecting nodes and
lbm/ft .

I. INTRODUCTION

T HE secure and reliable operation of an electric power
system depends not only on the availability and perfor-

mance of the electric generation and transmission facilities
but also on its interdependency with those infrastructures used
to produce, transport, and store the various forms of primary
energy that are transformed into electricity. Traditionally, all
of these infrastructures have been designed and operated sep-
arately from each other; however, the restructuring of energy
systems in several parts of the world has increased the interest
in evaluating in a coordinated manner the interdependency
existing between the individual primary energy and electricity
sectors in order to determine how the state of each infrastructure
affects the economic and secure operation of the overall energy
grid. Among all types of primary energy systems, electric
power generation relies increasingly on the natural gas supply
system as additional natural gas-fired power plants are installed
in power systems because of their low cost and environmental
impact [1], such that electric power and natural gas systems are
becoming increasingly interdependent.
There are several proposals for modeling the combined nat-

ural gas and electricity infrastructures by a single integrated for-
mulation to achieve an optimal operation of the coupled energy
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system. In [2], the interdependency of both structures is evalu-
ated in terms of the impact of the gas market prices on the unit
commitment and dispatch. Hence, the gas infrastructure is not
modeled directly, and the interdependency is only considered
through the production cost of natural gas-fired plants given
by the gas market price times their gas consumption. In [3],
both infrastructures are represented as networks composed of
nodes and arcs that possess capacity and efficiency constraints.
The economic efficiencies of the energy flows in the integrated
energy system are then evaluated. Appropriately chosen mul-
tipliers on the arcs represent energy losses, such that the tech-
nical operating parameters of the infrastructures are omitted in
the model.
Other proposals concerned with optimal power flow studies

in combined natural gas and electricity networks explicitly
take into account the former infrastructure [4][5][6][7][8].
These proposals consider equality constraints associated with
the balance of the injected power and injected gas, which
must be satisfied at each node in the electrical and natural gas
systems, respectively, considering the nodal voltages and nodal
pressures as state variables. The static security constraints
associated with the operation of both infrastructures are related
to nodal voltage magnitudes, thermal limits in transmission
lines, generation limits of active and reactive powers, nodal
pressures and compression rates, as well as the injection and
consumption of gas. Other constraints have also been consid-
ered: the maximum flow rate in natural gas pipes [5], natural
gas contracts and reserves [7] and the linepack of a pipeline [8].
In [6], the coupling of both infrastructures is explicitly studied
via an energy hub that represents the energy interaction through
coupling matrices whose elements correspond to efficiency and
conversion factors; no other quantities are used. The maximum
amount of energy that can be provided from the natural gas
system to each gas-fired electric generator is computed in [5]
by modeling these generators as natural gas loads; thus, the
electric transmission network is not considered in the study.
On the other hand, the electricity network is represented by a
direct current model in [7] and [8].
Several assumptions are adopted in all above-mentioned ref-

erences to simplify the gas flow calculations by using Wey-
mouth’s formula, which neglects changes in the altitude over the
pipeline, in the compressibility factor, and in gas temperature
along the pipeline among others [9], [10]. However, the gas tem-
perature must be determined in combination with nodal pressure
profiles to define suitable operational conditions that avoid the
hydrate formation in the inner-wall of a pipeline, natural gas
fluctuations, the excessive energy consumption in compression
stations and the condensation of gas [10], [11], as well as as-
suring the quality of the natural gas supplied at each gas-fired
generator in order to maximize the efficiency in the energy con-
version cycle [12]. Hence, the gas temperature must be consid-
ered as a variable in the gas flow equation.
In the context of electricity infrastructures, their daily

operation relies on extensive power flow studies to indicate
whether or not the nodal voltage magnitudes and power flows
in transmission components are within prescribed operating
limits. However, the power flow solution is obtained without
considering both the availability of primary energy supply

and the primary energy network operating condition, i.e., the
natural gas infrastructure. Hence, apart from optimal power
flow studies, a crucial study to quantify the interdependency
of energy infrastructures is related to the computation of an
equilibrium point by using an energy flow algorithm, whose
results will provide the initial operating condition to perform
higher hierarchy level of power system studies. Therefore, in
order to address the challenge of analyzing the steady-state
interdependency between natural gas and electricity networks
and considering that the power flow analysis is the cornerstone
of power system studies, this paper proposes a unified approach
for the solution of the gas and power flow problem in both
infrastructures for a time horizon corresponding to a single
time period (snapshot). This problem is formulated individ-
ually for each system based on the balance of nodal flows,
representing the gas flow equations of the natural gas system
in a consistent manner with regards to their counterparts in the
electrical system, and a generic framework is then proposed
to execute the flow analysis in conjunction for both systems.
In this context, the gas temperature is viewed as a variable in
the gas flow equation based on the proposal detailed in [13]
in order to identify operating conditions with risk of hydrate
formation and to assess its effect on the energy consumed
by compressors. On the other hand, the conventional electric
power flow formulation assumes the existence of a slack gen-
erator that supplies the entire imbalance of active power in
the system, even when a sufficient spinning reserve exists on
other generators. However, as pointed out in [14], “a slack bus
is something artificial which has no relation to the physical
system since no such distinction exists among generators.” In
order to overcome this shortcoming, the concept of distributed
slack nodes is used in the proposed approach; thus, the active
power output of an arbitrary number of generators is adjusted
to achieve a total active power balance in the electric power
system. The use of this concept justifies the unified model
proposed to assess the equilibrium point of the overall energy
grid. In addition, it also increases the value of the proposed ap-
proach because the adjustments of active power generation as a
function of the gas supply and the electric energy consumed by
compressor motors are computed during the solution process in
a closed loop computation, more realistically representing the
interdependency between both infrastructures.
Finally, the set of nonlinear algebraic equations representing

both systems is solved by using Newton’s method in order to
assess the values of state variables that provide the steady-state
of the overall energy grid under a prespecified operating
condition.
The proposed approach is described in detail in the remainder

of this paper as follows. Section II presents a detailed gas flow
and thermal balance formulation for the natural gas infrastruc-
ture considering pipelines and compressor elements, Section III
describes the electric power system modeling for steady-state
analysis considering distributed slack nodes and Section IV
presents the formulation to integrate both systems and the
unified solution of the whole set of nonlinear equations by
Newton’s approach. The application of the proposed approach
to two coupled energy systems is presented in Section V.
Finally, Section VI presents the conclusions of this work.
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II. NATURAL GAS SYSTEM FORMULATION

The steady-state modeling of a natural gas system is formu-
lated by the equations related to the gas flow and to the thermal
behavior of the gas in those elements composing the system.
The gas flow balance is also formulated to assess the equilib-
rium point condition at each system’s node. For the purpose of
this paper, the elements considered are pipelines, compressors,
sources, and loads. The storage elements are modeled as sources
or as loads depending on their operating condition.

A. Pipeline Equation

Several equations have been proposed to compute the gas
flow through pipelines [11], the main difference between them
being how the friction coefficient term and natural gas charac-
teristics are considered in the formulation. In this context, the
following equation is the most commonly used to compute the
gas flow in a pipeline between gas nodes and [10], [15] and
is the one employed in this paper:

(1)

where if or
if .

Note from (1) that higher natural gas flows with lower pres-
sure drops occur in those pipelines which are colder, shorter, and
more efficient [15].
Based on the knowledge of the network and the experience of

engineers that operate the gas infrastructure, the physical char-
acteristics of each pipeline and the gas composition in (1) can
be expressed by a single constant given by

(2)

The term considers the effect of changes in the altitude
over the pipeline and is calculated by

(3)

where the average pressure is calculated by (4), which con-
siders the nonlinear pressure drop with distance [15]

(4)

The average temperature used in (2) and (3) is computed
considering the nonlinear effect of distance and the weather to
which pipelines are exposed [10]

(5)

The friction factor value strictly depends on the inner diam-
eter of the pipeline for high pressure networks working in the
fully turbulent flow region [4] and is given by

(6)

B. Compression Station Equations

Compression stations are installed in gas pipelines to com-
pensate for the loss of pressure due to both the friction of pipes
and the heat transfer between the gas and its environment, as
well as to provide the pressure needed to transport gas from
one location to another [10]. A compression station connected
between nodes and is mathematically represented, respec-
tively, by its energy consumption and by its compression ratio
as follows:[4]

(7)

(8)

The energy required by the compressor to increase the pres-
sure level can be provided by an electric motor or a gas-fired
turbine; in the former, the energy could be supplied from the th
node of the electric power system and is calculated by

(9)

while the gas required for the gas-fired turbine is extracted from
the natural gas network as given by

(10)

C. Nodal Gas Balance Equation

A nodal gas flow balance must be satisfied at each node of
the gas infrastructure to assure that the sum of the gas entering
and injected is equal to the sum of the gas leaving the node and
the total gas withdrawal, as given by

(11)

where is the set of nodes adjacent to node ,
if the compressor unit has its inlet at node ;

otherwise, .
Note that at least one nodal pressuremust be specified in order

to perform the gas flow analysis. A known-nodal pressure is
taken as a reference to compute all other unknown nodal pres-
sures, and the gas injection computed at this node will provide
the gas flow balance in the network by compensating for the
gas consumed by compressors. In this case, the corresponding
gas balance equation associated with this slack node is not in-
cluded in the mathematical formulation, but is solved separately
by finding the gas injected at this node once the steady-state of
the overall energy grid has been computed.
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Fig. 1. Hydrate formation chart [16].

D. Thermal Formulation

The knowledge of gas temperature at each node of the net-
work permits the definition of the heaters’ location to prevent
hydrate formation or gas condensation, the gas inlet temper-
ature for compressors, and the minimum gas flow values in
the network [10]. The hydrates could originate critical oper-
ating problems, because they could be deposited in the inner
wall of a pipeline and block the gas flow. The solution of this
problem represents great technical difficulties and high mainte-
nance costs [10], [16].
Several methods to evaluate formations of hydrates have been

reported in the literature [10], one of the most used approaches
being the chart proposed in [16] and shown in Fig. 1. Natural
gas is composed mainly of methane, and, as reported in this
chart, higher operation pressures require higher gas temperature
conditions in order to keep the gas composition in a safety zone
(the right-hand side of the curve) to avoid formation of hydrates.
By way of example, the risk of hydrate formation increases for
gas temperatures below 14 C considering an operation pressure
of 10 MPa.
The temperature at node of gas flowing in a pipeline con-

necting nodes and is computed by

(12)

based on the proposal detailed in [13], which considers that the
gas temperature starts at the inlet pipe’s temperature and tends
to the surrounding pipe’s temperature as the gas flows through
the pipeline, where

(13)

(14)

(15)

When gas injections with different temperatures arrive to a
given node from different pipelines and compressors, a calcula-
tion of the thermal equilibrium of the nodal gasmixture based on

the heat transfer theory is necessary [17]. Therefore, the thermal
equilibrium at the th node is given by

(16)
where is the set of nodes adjacent to node from
which the gas is flowing into node through a pipeline (com-
pressor). In this case, the same temperature value at both ends
of the compression stations is assumed.

E. Natural Gas State Variables

Equations (7), (8), (11), and (16) are used to assess the
equilibrium point of the natural gas network by computing
the values of nodal pressures, nodal temperatures, as well
as energy consumption and gas flowing in compressors,

, for given values of nodal pres-
sures in known-pressure nodes and of nodal gas injections in all
other nodes that do not supply energy to gas-fired power plants.
In this formulation, , , ,
and , respectively.

III. ELECTRICITY SYSTEM FORMULATION

An ac power flow model is used to represent the electricity
network, which is already well documented in [18]. The steady-
state operation of a power system is formulated by stipulating
that, at each system’s node, the power injected by generators,
the power demanded by loads, and powers exchanged through
the transmission elements connected to the node must add up
to zero. This applies to both active and reactive powers. These
equations are termed mismatch power equations and take the
following form at node [18]:

(17)

(18)

where

(19)

(20)

The equilibrium point of the power system is obtained by
solving the set of (17) and (18) for the voltage magnitudes
and phase angles at all nodes in the network by
knowing the generations and loads in the system. The active
and reactive power flows throughout the transmission system
are then determined according to (19) and (20). Since the power
transmission losses cannot be calculated without knowing the
power flow through the transmission elements, one of the
generator nodes is designated to pick up this slack in power
generation, which is referred to as slack node, with its voltage
magnitude and phase angle assumed to be known. The latter is
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chosen as the reference against which all other voltage phase
angles in the system are measured.
In order to overcome the shortcoming of only adjusting the

active power of a single slack generator to achieve a total active
power balance, the concept of distributed slack nodes is used in
this paper [14]. In this case, the active power output of a selected
number of generators is regulated during the power flow solu-
tion, based on their assigned participation factors, to supply the
generation required to satisfy the entire active power imbalance
in the system. Hence, the variable active power of regulating
generators is defined as

(21)

(22)

where is the unknown additional generation of active
power required to satisfy the existing imbalance between the
set-point system generation and the total active power demand
plus transmission losses.
In this approach, the slack node is considered to be like any

of the other system’s nodes, with corresponding active and reac-
tive power mismatch equations, and the reference voltage phase
angle can be arbitrarily selected at any of the system nodes. In
addition to the standard classification of system nodes into gen-
erator voltage-controlled , generator voltage-uncontrolled

and load nodes [18], two new node types are de-
fined: a generator node with variable active power gen-
eration and a generator node with variable active power
generation. In these nodes, the active power output constraints
imposed on regulating gas-fired generators correspond to the
generators’ own operational limits and to the amount of nat-
ural gas that can be extracted from the gas network. If any reg-
ulating generator reaches one of its active power generation
limits, its active power output is fixed at the offended limit for
the remaining of the power flow solution process, and the ac-
tive power balance of the system is provided by the rest of reg-
ulating generators. On the other hand, even though the reactive
power mismatch (18) of a node is not considered in the for-
mulation, it is solved at each iterative step to assess whether or
not the generator reactive power is within limits. If the gener-
ator cannot provide the necessary reactive power support to con-
strain the voltage magnitude at the specified value then the reac-
tive power is fixed at the violated limit and the voltage magni-
tude is freed. Finally, the unknown vector of state variables that
determine the power system’s equilibrium point is now given
by , where , ,
and .

IV. COMBINED NATURAL GAS AND ELECTRIC POWER
FLOW FORMULATION

A. Heat Rate Curve

The relationship between the natural gas and electricity net-
works is provided by the gas-fired turbines’ generators, which
act as energy converters. This coupling is mathematically for-
mulated by

(23)

referred to as the heat rate curve, which represents the efficiency
conversion of the energy contained in natural gas at the th node
into electrical energy injected at the th node of the electrical
network
Additionally, the gas flow required for the energy demanded

by the heat rate curve is computed by

(24)

Note that the gas consumed by a gas-fired turbine is a function
of the active power generated by the unit and the natural gas
available at the extraction node.

B. Unified Gas and Power Flow Solution

The integrated gas and power flow formulation of the natural
gas and electricity infrastructures is obtained by combining the
stated flowmodels considering the link between both infrastruc-
tures through gas-fired power plants connected to gas pipelines
and compressors using electrical energy. Hence, the set of non-
linear equations that has to be solved for the state variables of
both infrastructures is given by

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

The proposed unified solution approach consists of ap-
plying Newton’s method to provide an approximate so-
lution to the total set of equality constraints

, where
, , , ,
, and , by solving for
in the linear problem , where

is known as the Jacobian matrix and is given in expanded
form by (31), shown at the bottom of the next page. For given
initial values of , the method updates the
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Fig. 2. Belgium natural gas transmission system [20].

solution, , at each it-
eration until satisfies a predefined tolerance. The need
to efficiently solve the large set of sparse linearized equations

requires the use of sparsity techniques,
where the ordering for sparsity factorization of the Jacobian
matrix is carried out according to the Tinney-2 scheme [19].

C. Initialization

The attractiveness of using Newton’s method is that it arrives
at the solution with local quadratic convergence regardless of
the network size if all state variables involved in the study are
suitably initialized and the Jacobian matrix is nonsingular at the
solution point [20].
For the electric power system, the voltage magnitudes are ini-

tialized at 1 p.u. at all uncontrolled voltage magnitude nodes,
while the controlled nodes are initialized at specified values
that remain constant throughout the iterative solution if no gen-
erator reactive power limits are violated. The initial voltage
phase angles are selected to be 0 at all buses [21]. The unknown
additional generation of active power is initialized in
zero.
In contrast to the electric power systems, special caution

should be taken to initialize the state variables of the gas

TABLE I
NATURAL GAS FLOWS AT PIPELINES

infrastructure. By way of example, the gas flow through the gas
infrastructure is a function of the difference of pressures at the
pipeline’s ends such that initialization of pressures gives rise
to an ill-conditioned Jacobian matrix if a flat initialization is
adopted when changes in the pipeline’s altitude are not taken
into account. In such a situation, the linearized mass flow
equation yields a null diagonal element in the Jacobian.
The strategy adopted to remedy this situation consists of se-

lecting the initial values for nodal pressures at the pipeline’s
ends considering a difference of pressures of 5 10% between
the receiving and sending nodes, taking as a reference value the
specified pressure at the slack node. This initialization process
is adopted independently of how the changes in the pipeline’s
altitude are being considered.
Since the gas temperature tends to the environmental tem-

perature surrounding each pipeline, the nodal temperatures are
initialized at the value . The gas flowing in all compres-
sors is initialized at the same value given by the average value

(31)
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TABLE II
NATURAL GAS SUPPLY, DEMAND, AND NODAL PRESSURES

of all specified gas loads divided by the number of compres-
sors. Based on all of these initializations, the initial values of
the energy consumed by compressors and the compression ratio
are computed by using (7) and (8), respectively. However, the
former computation can be avoided since the gas tapped by each
compressor is significantly less than the gas flowing through the
network, such that a null initial value for the energy consumed
by compressors is also possible.

V. CASE STUDIES

The suitability of the proposed approach for conducting
steady-state flow studies of an electric power system coupled
with a natural gas infrastructure is tested on two energy systems
as described below.

A. Case 1

The proposed approach is applied to analyze an integrated
gas-electricity infrastructure composed by the Belgian gas net-
work [22], shown in Fig. 2, and by the IEEE-14 bus test system
[23]. The 20-nodes natural gas network is composed of eight gas
nonelectric loads, seven sources, 24 pipelines, and two compres-
sors driven by an external energy source, as shown in Tables I
and II. The pipelines’ constants are calculated according to (2)
and are given in Table I. The node referred to as Zeebugge
in Table II is considered the slack node. On the other hand,
the electricity infrastructure has the electric energy demand re-
ported in Table III, and it is assumed there are two gas-fired gen-
erators at nodes 2 and 3 which are supplied from nodes 4 and
12 of the gas network, respectively. For the purpose of anal-
ysis, the gas and power flow solution was first obtained consid-
ering the gas temperature constant at 506.7 R at all natural gas
nodes and assuming the following two cases of slack nodes in
the electricity infrastructure: 1.a) a single slack node and 1.b)
distributed slack nodes. In the former, generator 2 is selected
as the single slack generator to produce sufficient power for any

unmet system load and for system losses, while holding all other
active power generation at the set values reported in [24]. This
single slack node option is simply obtained by setting
with all other participation factors , 1, 3, 6, as indi-
cated in the second row of Table IV. In the latter, all generators
regulate their active power according to the assigned participa-
tion factors reported in the third row of Table IV. A second set of
flow analyses in both infrastructures is also performed consid-
ering the slack node options mentioned above but supposing a
constant gas temperature of 515.0 R only at those nodes where
compressors and gas sources are connected, while for the rest of
nodes the temperature is considered a state variable to be com-
puted during the iterative solution process assuming an environ-
mental temperature of 500 R and a heat transfer coefficient of
0.025 BTU/ft for every pipeline of the network. These cases of
studies are referred to as 1.c) and 1.d) for the single slack node
and distributed slack nodes, respectively.
The state variables were initialized according to the guide-

lines given in Section IV-C for all case of studies, performing
two simulations for each case to consider the initialization of

at null values and at values computed by (7).
For each case, the same gas flow solutions were obtained in-

dependently of the BHP initialization. For cases 1.a, 1.b, 1.c,
and 1.d, the solutions were obtained in 7, 10, 7, and 10 itera-
tions, respectively, to a mismatch tolerance of in the gas
network and a in the electricity network. From a phys-
ical point of view and according to the proposed formulation,
a tolerance of in the natural gas state variables represents
a nodal mismatch balance of SCF, and in order to set a com-
parable framework, a tolerance of in the electrical state
variables corresponds to a nodal mismatch balance of 100 VA.
The results obtained for all cases are reported in Tables I and

II for natural gas flow in pipelines and natural gas nodal vari-
ables, respectively; the electric network results are shown in
Table III. For purposes of validation of the proposed approach,
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TABLE III
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AND DEMAND

the results obtained in case 1.a are compared with the optimal
equilibrium point reported in [24], both being practically the
same results. Note that in the formulation proposed in [24] both
networks are solved sequentially, compressors are not included
explicitly in the mathematical formulation and the gas tempera-
ture is always considered constant. In the sequential solution,
Newton’s method is used to solve the power flow equations
of the electric power system, and an interior-point linear pro-
graming approach is used to solve the gas flow problem.
Finally, the use of the chart proposed by Carroll [16] shows

that, for cases 1.c and 1.d, three nodes (6, 7, and 17) of the
gas network have a relation of nodal pressure and temperature
within the unsafe operating zone with a risk of hydrate forma-
tion in the inner-wall of pipelines, as shown in Fig. 3. Based on
these observations, reducing the level of pressure along the net-
work in order to operate in the feasibility region free of hydrate
formation is necessary.

B. Case 2

The analyzed energy infrastructure consists of the 54-ma-
chine, 118-bus IEEE electric power system [23] and a 15-nodes
natural gas network [4]. The infrastructures are coupled via
eight gas-fired generators as shown in Fig. 4. The gas network
has five gas nonelectric loads, two sources, and four compres-
sors. Two compressors are driven by gas turbines, and the gas is
tapped from the inlet node of the compressor station, while the
other two compressors are driven by electric motors supplied
from the electric network.
The node NG-1 serves as the slack node in the gas net-

work. The parameters of the heat rate curves are given in
the Appendix, while the pipelines’ and compressors’ data are
reported in [4]. In order to assess the temperature effect on the
equilibrium point associated with the natural gas network, the
following two scenarios were simulated: 1) the first scenario
assumes a constant temperature of 550 R at all natural gas
nodes and considers two types of slack nodes in the electrical
network, 2.a) a single slack node as defined in the second row
of Table V and 2.b) distributed slack nodes with participation
factors as reported in the third row of Table V and 2) the gas
temperature is considered as a state variable to be computed

TABLE IV
PARTICIPATION FACTORS OF ELECTRIC GENERATORS

Fig. 3. Operating condition of the natural gas network for case 1.c.

Fig. 4. The 15-node gas network coupled with the IEEE-118 network.

TABLE V
PARTICIPATION FACTORS OF ELECTRIC GENERATORS (CASE 2)

during the iterative solution, except at nodes of compressors
and gas sources where a constant gas temperature is set at 550
R. In this second scenario, an environmental temperature of
500 R and a heat transfer coefficient of 0.025 BTU/ft for
every pipeline of the network are assumed. Similarly to the first
scenario, a single slack node and distributed slack nodes have
been considered in the electricity infrastructure, as reported
in Table V, to perform the steady-state analysis of the overall
energy grid. These study cases are referred to as 2.c) and 2.d),
respectively.
Power flow solutions converged in seven, six, nine, and eight

iterations for scenarios 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, and 2.d, respectively, to a
mismatch tolerance of and of for the natural gas
and electricity systems, respectively.
Table VI summarizes the results for the natural gas network

associated with the natural gas supply, gas demanded by gas-
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TABLE VI
NATURAL GAS SUPPLY, DEMAND AND NODAL PRESSURES

TABLE VII
NATURAL GAS FLOWS AT PIPELINES AND COMPRESSORS

fired plants, nodal pressures and nodal temperatures. The last
two set of results are reported in order to identify the operating
conditions with risk of hydrate formation according to Fig. 1.
The equilibrium point obtained for each case is located within
the safety zone of operation. Furthermore, these results pro-
vide information about how far the equilibrium point is from
the boundary of this safety zone. By way of example, the pres-
sure at node NG-4 has a value close to 1040 PSIA, such that
the risk of hydrate formation for this value of pressure occurs
for temperatures below 511 R. As the data from columns 5 and
6 of this table show, the gas consumed by electric generators is
reduced when distributed slack nodes are considered in the elec-
trical network. However, this observation cannot be considered
as a general rule because the gas consumed by fired-gas plants
depends on the online regulating generators and their assigned
participation factors.

TABLE VIII
ENERGY CONSUMED BY COMPRESSORS

TABLE IX
ELECTRICITY SUPPLIED BY GAS-FIRED GENERATORS

The natural gas flows through pipelines and compressors as
well as the energy consumption of compressors are reported
in Tables VII and VIII, respectively. The former set of results
numerically demonstrates that the selection of the type of the
slack node in the electrical network affects the flow through the
gas infrastructure, which clearly shows the interdependency be-
tween both networks. On the other hand, the results reported in
Table VIII demonstrate that the energy consumed by compres-
sors is affected by the gas temperature along the network. In
these study cases, compressors consume more energy when a
constant gas temperature of 550 is assumed at all nodes of the
gas network. These results are in accordance to (7), i.e., a higher
gas temperature along the network, the higher the energy con-
sumption in compression stations. Lastly, the power supplied by
gas-fired generators is reported in Table IX.
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TABLE X
GAS-FIRED GENERATORS’ HEAT RATE CURVES

VI. CONCLUSIONS

This paper proposes an integrated energy flow analysis of nat-
ural gas and electric power systems. In the latter, it is assumed
that an arbitrary number of gas-fired generators have variable
active power as a function of gas supply to better represent
the interaction between both infrastructures. Since the environ-
mental temperature has an important impact on the design of
pipelines and the operation of the natural gas network, the con-
ventional modeling of this infrastructure has been expanded to
consider the gas temperature as a state variable in order to as-
sess the compressors’ energy consumption and to identify oper-
ating conditions that could lead to harmful hydrate formation in
pipelines. The set of nonlinear equations representing the com-
bined natural gas and electricity systems have been obtained
based on the nodal balance of gas and power flows, respectively.
This set of equations has been linearized and solved using the
Newton technique. Guidelines for the initialization of the state
variables associated with the natural gas network have been
proposed to circumvent the problem of an ill-conditioned Jaco-
bian matrix if nodal pressures are initialized at the same values.
Numerical examples have been presented to demonstrate the
prowess of the proposed approach to analyze the interdepen-
dency between both energy infrastructures, where the genera-
tion of gas-fired plants as a function of the gas supply and the
electric energy consumed by compressor motors are computed
automatically together with both gas and electric state variables
in a unified frame of reference.

APPENDIX

The parameters of the heat rate curves are given in Table X.
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