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a b s t r a c t

In order to handle the problem of frequency fluctuations caused by load disturbances in multi-area
interconnected power systems, a sliding mode control strategy for hybrid energy storage system
has been designed by combining interval observer and disturbance reconstruction technology. The
hybrid energy storage system composed of a battery and a super capacitor has been used to improve
the performance of load frequency control systems. Using the load frequency control model of the
multi-area interconnected power system, the interval observers are designed for each area to get the
information about interval bounds of the system state in each area online. Then, the load disturbance
in each area is reconstructed online using the estimation information of system state, and a sliding
mode controller based on interval disturbance reconstruction is designed for power consumption and
storage of the hybrid energy storage system, so as to stabilize the power grid frequency. Simulation
results have shown that the proposed control strategy can effectively suppress the frequency and
tie-line power fluctuations caused by load disturbances, and ensure the reliability and stability of the
power system.

© 2021 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
1. Introduction

At present, fossil energy depletion and environmental pol-
ution are still a major challenge facing mankind. In order to
radually replace fossil energy power generation, the renewable
nergy like photovoltaic is developed and utilized in the field
f power system due to significant advantages like renewability
nd environmental friendliness (Parvaneh and Khorasani, 2020).
owever, with the large-scale integration of renewable energy
nto the power system, its weak inertia, volatility and uncer-
ainty, as well as some inherent disadvantages of traditional
enerator sets, make it more challenging to maintain the nominal
requency and stabilize the system performance (Alhelou and
olshan, 2019).
In contrast to a traditional centralized power supply system,

he modern power grid consists of multiple interconnected sub-
ystems. All grid areas are highly interconnected, and the power
rid is protected, monitored and controlled through various com-
unication equipments (Ameli and Hooshyar, 2018). Frequency
tability is an important indicator of power quality in power
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ttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.egyr.2021.09.029
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c-nd/4.0/).
systems. At present, the main method to improve the stability
of power grid frequency is load frequency control. However,
due to the uncertainty of active power production caused by
the integration of large-scale renewable energy into the power
grid, the power grid frequency is highly oscillated, so improving
the robustness of LFC method has become a challenge (Alhelou
and Golshan, 2018). In response to this challenge, various LFC
methods have been proposed since the 1970s (Saikia et al., 2011;
Rubaai and Udo, 1992; Rahmani and Sadati, 2013; Wang et al.,
2018; Mi et al., 2016; Rerkpreedapong et al., 2003; Onyeka et al.,
2020). In Wang et al. (2018) and Mi et al. (2016), a sliding mode
control strategy based on disturbance observer is designed to
improve the robustness of the system and reduce the frequency
deviation. In Onyeka et al. (2020), a decentralized sliding mode
controller has been designed for LFC system with time-delay
problems, which improves the robustness of the system. This
method has provided a reliable solution for systems with random
disturbances and time-varying delays. In Alhelou and Golshan
(2020), a fully decentralized LFC approach based on dynamic state
estimation is proposed to track the running state of the system in
real time and improve the robustness of the system. In addition,
in the new environment of modern power system development,
power grid frequency stability is facing many new challenges.
rticle under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
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Fig. 1. Three-area power grid with HESS.

herefore, introducing higher quality frequency modulation re-
ources to solve the problem of power grid frequency stability
as become a hot research topic.
With the development of energy storage technology,

esearchers have found that the introduction of energy storage
ystems into modern power grids can improve the frequency
tability of the system (Xu et al., 2018; Yang et al., 2019; Zhou
t al., 2020; Tungadio and Sun, 2019). In the power grid, the
nergy storage part is usually devoted to stabilize the power fluc-
uation, and enhances the power quality of the system (Gholami
nd Parvaneh, 2019). In many types of high-efficiency energy
torage systems, the HESS composed of super-capacitors and
atteries has the right combination of high power density, short
harge and discharge time, high reliability, and long cycle life. It
s more suitable for power systems with high power and frequent
harging and discharging, and is widely regarded as an effective
ay to smooth the fluctuations of power in power system. In Xu
t al. (2018), an identifier and controller have been designed by
tilizing two kinds of neural networks to improve a four-area
nterconnected LFC system with the HESS and maintain system
requency stability. In Yang et al. (2019) and Zhou et al. (2020), for
he HESS actuator fault problem in the interconnected power sys-
em, a fault-tolerant control strategy has been designed to ensure
he safe operation of the system in the case of load disturbance
nd actuator fault. Yan et al. (2018) has proposed a H∞ robust
ontroller for a HESS in order to improve the performance of
requency modulation. Based on the above research, we find that
he application of HESS to LFC of interconnected power system is
topic worthy of research.
In the multi-area interconnected power system, external dis-

urbance is inevitable. In the case of external disturbance or
ismatch between the model and the actual system, interval ob-
erver has been proven to be an effective state estimation strategy
ince it has been applied to solve some practical problems and
andle large uncertainties (Su et al., 2020; Tian et al., 2020; Zhang
nd Yang, 2017). In Su et al. (2020), the interval observer has been
ntroduced to design a fault detection scheme for the switching
ystem. Tian et al. (2020) has investigated the problem of fault
stimation of high-speed railway traction motor based on interval
bserver. Zhang and Yang (2017) has used interval observer to
tudy the fault detection of discrete linear variable parameter
ystems with bounded disturbances. The advantages of interval
bservers when applied to state estimation are examined in Li
t al. (2019). Zammali et al. (2020) is concerned with sensor fault
etection for switched systems by using interval observer with
∞ performance. However, the reconstruction of unknown inputs
hrough interval observation technology is still an open problem.

Motivated by the aforementioned discussion, this paper has
roposed an improved sliding mode load frequency control based
n interval observer for LFC system with HESS. Interval observers
 0
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has been designed for LFC system to realize the interval estima-
tion of the state in each area. Then, using this kind of interval
information to realize the estimations of system load distur-
bances. Moreover, the sliding mode controller, which takes the
load disturbances into account, supplies the desired and appro-
priate power flow reference for HESS. Furthermore, the stability
analysis of the whole closed-loop system is presented for the
proposed controller by Lyapunov theory. The simulation results
show that the disturbance reconstruction method proposed in
this paper can quickly and accurately obtain the load disturbance
reconstruction values in each area without the accurate distur-
bance boundary values. And, under the control strategy proposed
here, the HESS effectively participates in frequency modulation to
ensure the stability of the power grids, and maintain the system
frequency and tie line power fluctuations within a small range.

The rest is arranged as follows. In Section 2, the LFC of a power
grid with a HESS and some preliminary definitions and work are
presented. The interval observer-based disturbance reconstruc-
tion technology and the sliding model controller based on for
the HESS, are presented in Section 3. The Section 4 gives the
simulation experiment and result analysis. Finally, we describe
the conclusion in Section 5.

2. Problem formulation and preliminaries

In the traditional LFC system, automatic generation control
(AGC) is used as its secondary controller. Adjustment of the grid
frequency is done by adjusting the set value of the power plant
governor (Wood and Wollenberg, 2012). To improve the unstable
frequency quality, which is caused by the connection of a large
number of new energy sources in recent years, this paper takes a
three-area power grid as an example of an interconnected power
system after the introduction of a HESS. A three-area power grid
with a HESS is shown in Fig. 1. Each area is mainly composed
of power generation system, user load, and HESS, and power
exchanges between different areas through tie lines.

2.1. The HESS modeling

To eliminate the negative impact of the power system’s fluc-
tuating power, we here use a HESS composed of a battery and
a super-capacitor, to adjust the grid’s fluctuating power. The
control structure of a HESS is shown in Fig. 2. In this paper, a
low-pass filter is used for power distribution. Among the HESS
components, the battery has high energy density and is respon-
sible for the part of low-frequency load disturbances, and the
super-capacitor charges and discharges quickly, and bears the
high-frequency part.

P∗

B (t) = u∗(t) − RC
dP∗

B (t)
dt

(1)

P∗

C (t) = u∗(t) − P∗

B (t) (2)

here u∗(t) is the output of the controller; RC is the Low-pass
ilter parameters; P∗

B (t) is the control command to the battery;
∗

C (t) is the control command to the super-capacitor.
According to the charge and discharge characteristics of HESS,

he models of super-capacitor and battery can express as follows:

diC
dt

= −
RC

LC
iC +

1
LC

uC −
m12

LC
uDC ,m12 =

{
1 − m1 iC > 0
m2 iC < 0

(3)
diB
dt

= −
RB

LB
iB +

1
LB

uB −
m34

LB
uDC ,m34 =

{
1 − m3 iB > 0
m4 iB < 0

(4)

here mi means the duty cycle of the IGBT Si, which varies form
to 1.
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Take the super-capacitor as an example, the main control
oop and the nonlinear average value model are shown in Fig. 3
here P∗

C is the power command of the super-capacitor after
ower distribution; Pr is the area capacity; CC is the total capac-

itance of super-capacitor system and uC0 is the initial voltage of
super-capacitor system.

2.2. Load frequency control system with hybrid energy storage

One of the important technologies that ensure the frequency
quality of the system, a LFC system is designed to ensure that
the system frequency remains within an allowable range around
the nominal. According to Jaleeli et al. (1992), each area in power
grid is composed of AGC system, governor, turbine and rotating
mass, and their respective transfer function models are shown
in Fig. 4. The HESS system is introduced on the traditional LFC
system model established in Jaleeli et al. (1992). The HESS system
absorbs or emits power according to the frequency and power
deviation of the original LFC system in order to participate in the
grid frequency modulation. Therefore, the modified model of the
control area i of the load frequency control system including a
hybrid energy storage in the multi-area power system is shown
in Fig. 4.

The relevant variables and their actual physical meanings are
as follows. ∆fi, ∆Pmi, ∆Pgi, ∆Pci, and ∆Ptie,i are frequency de-
iation, generator output power increment, governor valve po-
ition increment, unit power command increment, and tie line
xchange power deviation, respectively; Tgi, Tti and Tij are the
overnor time constant, turbine time constant, and the synchro-
ization coefficient of the tie-line power between different areas,
espectively; Hi, Di, Ri, βi and Ki are the unit inertia, unit damping
oefficient, speed control gain, frequency deviation setting and
GC internal PI adjustment control coefficient, respectively.
The following mathematical model is established for the LFC

ystem with HESS:{
ẋi(t) = Aiixi(t) + Biui(t) +

∑N
j̸=i Aijxj(t) + Bi∆Pdi(t) (5)
yi(t) = Cixi(t)
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where xi(t) ≜
[

∆fi ∆Pmi ∆Pgi ∆Pci ∆Ptie,i
]T ,

i ≜
[

1 0 0 0 βi
]

Aii ≜

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

−
Di
Hi

1
Hi

0 0 −
1
Hi

0 −
1
Tti

1
Tti

0 0

−
1

RiTgi
0 −

1
Tgi

1
Tgi

0

−Kiβi 0 0 0 −Ki

N∑
j̸=i

2πTij 0 0 0 0

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
,

Aij ≜

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0

−2πTij 0 0 0 0

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ , Bi ≜

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
−

1
Hi

0
0
0
0

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ .

Moreover, xi(t) is the system state; ui(t) is the system input from
HESS; yi(t) ≜ ACEi. ACEi is the area control error representing
he degree of mismatch between electricity power generation and
onsumption, which is defined as ACEi ≜ ∆fi + βi∆Ptie,i.
The system (5) can be redefined by considering system param-

eters uncertainties as follows.
ẋi(t) =(Aii + ∆Aii)xi(t) + (Bi + ∆Bi)ui(t)

+

N∑
j̸=i

(Aij + ∆Aij)xj(t) + (Fi + ∆Fi)∆Pdi(t)
(6)

here ∆Aii, ∆Bi, ∆Aij and ∆Fi are the uncertainties of system
arameters.
Using gi(t) as the aggregated uncertainties

i(t) = ∆Aiixi(t) + ∆Biui(t) +

N∑
j̸=i

∆Aijxj(t) + (Fi + ∆Fi)∆Pdi(t)

Then, the system model in (5) becomes⎧⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎩
ẋi(t) = Aiixi(t) + Biui(t) +

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + gi(t)

yi(t) = Cixi(t)

(7)
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Fig. 3. Model of the super-capacitor and its primary control loop.
Fig. 4. Control model of the ith area.
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efinition 1 (Li et al., 2019). The Metzler matrix is defined as
square matrix whose non-diagonal components are non-negative.
The Hurwitz matrix is defined as a square matrix with all eigen-
values having strictly negative real parts.

Lemma 1 (Efimov et al., 2013). The system ẋ(t) = Ax(t)+ω(t) with
Metzler matrix A, has x(t) ≥ 0 for all t > 0 in the condition of
x(0) > 0, ω(t) > 0.

Assumption 1. All the information of system state can be mea-
sured.

Assumption 2. There exists g+

i > 0 and g−

i < 0 such that
g−

i ≤ gi(t) ≤ g+

i .

3. Interval disturbance reconstruction based sliding mode
control strategy

In this section, by designing an interval observer, online esti-
mation of the upper and lower boundary values of the intercon-
nected power system state is used to reconstruct the uncertainty
term gi(t) of the system. Combined with the reconstruction value
of the uncertainty term gi(t), a sliding mode load frequency con-
troller based on disturbance reconstruction is then designed to
ensure that the power system frequency can meet good transient
and steady-state performance under load changes and uncertain
parameters.
8852
3.1. Design of interval observer

Interval observer usually consists of two subsystems, and es-
timates interval boundary values of the real state by assuming
the maximum and minimum bounds of the unknown input in the
system.

According to the system (7), an interval observer of the fol-
lowing form is designed:⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

˙̂x̄i(t) = Aiixi(t) + Biui(t) +

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + g+

i

−g−

i + Li(xi(t) − Ci ˆ̄xi(t))

˙̂xi(t) = Aiixi(t) + Biui(t) +

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + g−

i

−g+

i + Li(xi(t) − Cix̂i(t))

(8)

where ˆ̄xi(t) and x̂i(t) are the states of interval observer. Li is the
interval observer gain coefficient that needs to be set in advance.

Theorem 1. In the case of satisfying Assumption 1, if the interval
bserver hold the following initial conditions:

ˆi(0) ≤ xi(0) ≤ ˆ̄xi(0) (9)

then (8) can get the information about the interval bounds of the
system state with −L set to be a Metzler and Hurwitz matrix.
i
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roof of Theorem 1. Define interval observer estimation errors
f the system state xi(t) as

e1i(t) = ˆ̄xi(t) − xi(t)
e1i(t) = xi(t) − x̂i(t)

ombining Eqs. (7) and (8), the following error dynamic systems
an be obtained:

ė1i(t) = g+

i − g−

i − gi(t) − Lie1i(t)
ė2i(t) = −g−

i + g+

i + gi(t) − Lie2i(t)
(10)

According to Assumption 1, we can get the following conclusions:

g+

i − g−

i − gi(t) ≥ 0
−g−

i + g+

i + gi(t) ≥ 0

Combining with Lemma 1, as long as −Li chosen as a Metzler
and Hurwitz matrix, we can get that for t > 0, there always have
x̂i(t) ≤ xi(t) ≤ ˆ̄xi(t), therefore, (8) is an interval observer of the
system (7). Where −Li chosen as a Hurwitz matrix ensures the
tability of the error dynamic systems. □

.2. Interval observer based disturbance reconstruction

According to Theorem 1, when the condition is met, for all
> 0, it always has x̂i(t) ≤ xi(t) ≤ ˆ̄xi(t), so the system state

xi(t) and its upper and lower boundary estimations satisfy the
following relationship

xi(t) = Φi(t) ˆ̄xi(t) + (I − Φi(t))x̂i(t) (11)

where Φi(t) = diag{a1(t), a2(t), . . . , an(t)} and 0 ≤ ai(t) ≤ 1, i =

1, 2, . . . , n.
Therefore, the interval observer obtained by Theorem 1 can be

used to reconstruct the system uncertain term gi(t).

Theorem 2. For the model of LFC system with HESS (7), according
to the interval observer designed by Theorem 1, the system un-
certain term gi(t) can be reconstructed by the following algebraic
calculation,

ĝi(t) = M1 ˆ̄xi(t) − M1x̂i(t) + M2(g+

i − g−

i ) (12)

here M1 and M2 are respectively defined as:

M1 = Φi(t)N1 + (I − Φi(t))N2 + Φ̇i(t) − AiiΦi(t)
M2 = 2Φi(t) − I

moreover,

N1 = AiiΦi(t) + LiΦi(t) − Li
N2 = AiiΦi(t) + LiΦi(t)

roof of Theorem 2. According to (8) and formula (11), we can
et:

˙̂x̄i(t) =N1 ˆ̄xi(t) + (Aii − N1)x̂i(t) + Biui(t) + g+

i − g−

i +

N∑
j̸=i

Aij(Φj(t) ˆ̄xj(t) + (I − Φj(t))x̂j(t))

˙̂xi(t) =N2 ˆ̄xi(t) + (Aii − N2)x̂i(t) + Biui(t) + g−

i − g+

i +

N∑
Aij(Φj(t) ˆ̄xj(t) + (I − Φj(t))x̂j(t))

(13)
j̸=i
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According to the (11), the first derivative of xi(t) is

ẋi(t) =(Φi(t)N1 + (I − Φi(t))N2 + Φ̇i(t)) ˆ̄xi(t) + Biui(t)
+ (Aii − Φi(t)N1 − (I − Φi(t))N2 − Φ̇i(t))x̂i(t)

+

N∑
j̸=i

Aij(Φj(t) ˆ̄xj(t) + (I − Φj(t))x̂i(t))

+ (2Φi(t) − I)(g+

i − g−

i )

(14)

After comparing the system dynamic equation (7) with (14),
we can get the expression of the uncertain term:

gi(t) =(Φi(t)N1 + (I − Φi(t))N2 + Φ̇i(t) − AiiΦi(t))( ˆ̄xi(t) − x̂i(t))
+ (2Φi(t) − I)(g+

i − g−

i )

(15)

By defining

M1 = Φi(t)N1 + (I − Φi(t))N2 + Φ̇i(t) − AiiΦi(t)
M2 = 2Φi(t) − I

we can get

gi(t) = M1 ˆ̄xi(t) − M1x̂i(t) + M2(d+

i − d−

i )

Obviously, in order to calculate the uncertain term gi(t), it is a
inevitable prerequisite to get the value of Φi(t) and Φ̇i(t), we can
calculate Φi(t) by the following equivalent conversion formula
(16)

xi(t) =

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
ˆ̄xi1

ˆ̄xi2
. . .

ˆ̄xin

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

a1(t)
a2(t)

...

an(t)

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

+

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
x̂i1

x̂i2
. . .

x̂in

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

1 − a1(t)
1 − a2(t)

...

1 − an(t)

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
(16)

efine

Q1(t) = diag
{

ˆ̄xi1 ˆ̄xi2 · · · ˆ̄xin
}

Q2(t) = diag
{

x̂i1 x̂i2 · · · x̂in
}

av(t) =
[

a1(t) a2(t) · · · an(t)
]T

then we can get

(Q1(t) − Q2(t))av(t) = xi(t) − x̂i(t) (17)

av(t) = (Q1(t) − Q2(t))−1(xi(t) − x̂i(t)) (18)

Because of Φi(t) = diag{ a1(t) a2(t) · · · an(t) }, Φi(t) and
Φ̇i(t) can be calculated. So it proves that the system uncertain
term gi(t) can be reconstructed online by (12). □

3.3. Design of sliding mode load frequency controller

In order to maintain the active power balance of the power
grid when the system parameters are uncertain and load dis-
turbances occur, a sliding mode load frequency controller based
on interval disturbance reconstruction has been designed in this
section.

Consider the following form of sliding surface,

s (t) = C x (t) (19)
i i i
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s

s

It is further obtained that,

˙i(t) = Ciẋi(t) = Ci(Aiixi(t) + Biui(t) +

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + gi(t)) (20)

Selecting the sliding mode reaching law as follows

ṡi(t) = −εisgn(si(t)) (21)

The interval disturbance reconstruction based sliding mode
controller is designed as

ui(t) = −(CiBi)−1

[
Ciĝi(t) + CiAiixi(t)

+ Ci

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + εisign(si(t))

⎤⎦ (22)

define g̃i(t) = gi(t) − ĝi(t), design
⏐⏐Cig̃i(t)

⏐⏐ ≤ εi
Design the Lyapunov function as

Vi(t) ≜
1
2
si2(t) (23)

It is further obtained that,

V̇i(t) =si(t)ṡi(t) = si(t)

[
Ci(Aiixi(t) + Biui(t)

+

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + gi(t))

⎤⎦
=si(t)

[
CiAiixi(t) − (Ciĝi(t) + CiAiixi(t)

+ Ci

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + εisign(si(t)))

+Ci

N∑
j̸=i

Aijxj(t) + Cigi(t)

⎤⎦
=si(t)

[
Ci(gi(t) − ĝi(t)) − εisign(si(t))

]
=si(t)Cig̃i(t) − εi |si(t)|

≤
⏐⏐Cig̃i(t)

⏐⏐ |si(t)| − εi |si(t)|
≤0

Consider the Lyapunov function as Vi(t) =
1
2 si

2(t), then V̇i(t) =

i(t)ṡi(t) ≤ 0. When V̇i(t) ≡ 0, si(t) ≡ 0. According to the principle
of LaSalle invariance, the system tends to be stable.

4. Simulation results

In order to further study the effectiveness of the interval
disturbance reconstruction sliding mode control strategy with
hybrid energy storage proposed in this paper, the following sim-
ulation experiments are used. A three-area power grid includ-
ing a HESS model is built as a fifth-order linear system with
uncertainties in the MATLAB/Simulink platform. The simulation
experiment is analyzed, and the simulation time is 100 s. Table 1
shows the established system parameters (Su et al., 2018).

Taking area 1 as an example, the parameters and initial val-
ues in the design interval observer and controller are shown
in Table 2. This paper takes 10 MW as the benchmark value,
assuming that the initial state of the system is working in a
balance between power generation and power consumption.
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Different load disturbances are added in each control area.
We can get the simulation results from Figs. 5–7(a). To illustrate
the influence of the disturbance bound on the interval estimation
and disturbance reconstruction performance, another set of dis-
turbance bound g+

i = [0.02; 0.02; 0.02; 0.02; 0.02], g−

i = −g+

i
is used for comparison experiment. Fig. 5 shows the interval
estimations of the system frequency deviation and the tie line
power deviation from interval observers. The interval observer
can effectively track the boundaries of system state, and the size
of the interval is related to g+

i and g−

i . When the value of g+

i is
0.02, the interval estimate is bounded by the green lines while the
results for g+

i = 0.01 is bounded by blue lines. It can be found
from Fig. 5 that the larger the value of the disturbance bound is,
the larger the size of the interval will appear.

Fig. 6(a) shows the reconstruction of external load distur-
bances in different control areas, which shows that the recon-
structed disturbances accurately and quickly track the exter-
nal load disturbances. In addition, under different disturbance
bounds, the disturbance reconstruction results are similar. This
shows that different disturbance bounds will lead to the same
disturbance reconstruction results, which facilitates the choice of
parameters.

The real-time disturbance reconstruction value obtained
through interval disturbance reconstruction is used to design the
sliding mode controller proposed in this paper. In order to deeper
study the effectiveness of the designed sliding mode control
method with HESS, the following three simulation cases were
performed. Case 1: HESS participates in load frequency control
with the control strategy proposed in this paper. Case 2: HESS
does not participate in load frequency control. Case 3: HESS
participates in load frequency control with PI controller.

The comparison between the simulation results of the three
control strategies are shown in Figs. 6(b)–7(a). Fig. 6(b) shows
the frequency response in each grid under the different con-
trol strategies, while Fig. 7(a) shows the power deviation on
the tie line in each area under the different control strategies.
It can be found from the comparison experiments that under
the influence of the same load disturbances, the traditional load
frequency controller cannot quickly respond to the change of
the load disturbances when the HESS does not participate in the
frequency modulation. The resulting frequency deviations and tie
line power deviations are large, and it is difficult to ensure the
stable operation of the system. However, when HESS participates
in frequency modulation, because the control strategy proposed
in this paper can effectively reconstruct load disturbances in real
time, it responds to load changes effectively and quickly, and
maintains the system frequency deviation within a small range.
Its control effect is better than PI controller.

In order to further demonstrate the control performance of the
proposed control strategy, the disturbance observer-based sliding
mode control methods in Wang et al. (2018), Mi et al. (2016),
Yang et al. (2019) are applied to the multi-area interconnected
power system at the same time, and the comparison results are
shown in Figs. 7(b)–8(b).

In Fig. 7(b), the reconstruction values of the disturbance from
disturbance observer method and the proposed disturbance re-
construction method were compared. It can be obtained that
the proposed method has a slight overshoot, but it can quickly
track the actual disturbances. However, although the disturbance
observer method shows no overshoot, it has a longer response
time, which indicates the disturbance observer-based method in
Wang et al. (2018), Mi et al. (2016), Yang et al. (2019) requires
more time to stabilize the tracking error.

The comparison results between proposed control method and
the sliding mode control based on disturbance observer method

and PI method are shown in Fig. 8. Fig. 8(a) shows the frequency
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Table 1
System parameters.
Area i Di (p.u./Hz) Hi (p.u s) Tti (s) Tgi (s) Ri (Hz/p.u.) Ki βi (Hz/p.u.)

1 0.025 0.3708 0.19 0.05 2.15 0.6 0.49
2 0.025 0.2708 0.23 0.05 2.45 0.6 0.43
3 0.025 0.2708 0.23 0.05 2.45 0.6 0.43

T12 = 0.13, T13 = 0.12, T23 = 0.10 (p.u./Hz)
Table 2
The parameters and initial values of interval observer and controller in area 1.
Module Parameters

Controller ε1 = 0.01

Interval observer L1 =

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎣
5 −1 −1 −1 −1

−1 5 −1 −1 −1
−1 −1 5 −1 −1
−1 −1 −1 5 −1
−1 −1 −1 −1 5

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎦
g+

1 = [0.01; 0.01; 0.01; 0.01; 0.01], g−

1 = −g+

1
ˆ̄x1(0) = [0.005; 0.005; 0.005; 0.005; 0.005], x̂1(0) = −ˆ̄x1(0)
Fig. 5. Simulation results. (a) The interval estimation for ∆fi(t) in each power grid. (b) The interval estimation for ∆Ptie,i(t) in each power grid.
Fig. 6. Simulation results. (a) The reconstruction values of ∆Pdi(t) in each area. (b) ∆fi(t) in each power grid under load disturbances.
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Fig. 7. Simulation results. (a) ∆Ptie,i(t) in each power grid under load disturbances. (b) The estimation values of ∆Pdi(t) in each area.
Fig. 8. Simulation results. (a) ∆fi(t) in each power grid under load disturbances. (b) ∆Ptie,i(t) in each power grid under load disturbances.
response in each grid under the different control strategies, while
Fig. 8(b) shows the power deviation on the tie line in each
area under the different control strategies. Through comparative
experiments, it can be found that the PI controller cannot quickly
respond to the change in load disturbances. The resulting fre-
quency deviations and tie line power deviations are large, and it is
difficult to ensure the stable operation of the system. Compared
with the methods in Wang et al. (2018), Mi et al. (2016), Yang
et al. (2019), the control strategy proposed in this paper has
better dynamic performance with quicker convergence rate and
better anti-disturbance performance owing to the high estimation
precision of interval observer which exhibits input decoupled
characteristic. Besides, the parameter adjustment of the proposed
control strategy is easier to implement by ensuring the initial
state in the prescribed interval boundary. The simulation results
in Fig. 8 show that it can quickly suppress frequency fluctuation
and better improve the system performance.
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5. Conclusion

A sliding mode control strategy based on interval observer
has been designed for LFC issue of the multi-area interconnected
power system with HESS in this paper. Compared with some
disturbance observer-based methods, the proposed control strat-
egy can stabilize the frequency fluctuation more quickly and
effectively due to the interval observer-based disturbance re-
construction approach. First, the system state is accurately esti-
mated via the designed interval observer. Based on the estima-
tion information, the disturbance of each area is estimated with
high precision by the proposed input decoupled reconstruction
method. Moreover, the sliding mode controller, which takes the
load disturbances into account, supplies the desired and appro-
priate power flow reference for HESS, and the HESS effectively
participates in frequency modulation under the proposed control

strategy so that the stability of the power grids is ensured and the
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In the future research work, we will carry out in-depth re-
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